
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear colleagues, friends and fellow researchers,  
 

We are nearing the end of 2013.  On behalf of the HSRC we would like to thank you for your interest in the 
research undertaken by our institution. We collaborated with many of you around several initiatives over the 
past year, in the process consolidating our partnership.  
We hope that this will continue in 2014 and that we will identify new areas of collaboration in addressing the 
key issues prioritised by our respective institutions. 
Together we can make a difference. 
 

We wish you well and look forward to engaging with you in the New Year. 
 

World Bank 
 

As part of the partnership agreement and as a follow-up of the 
training on Adept Software earlier in the year, the World Bank 
provided a focused three-day training session in October. This session 
covered targeted research issues and questions highlighted by Prof. 
Margaret Chitiga-Mabugu and her colleagues at the Economic 
Performance Development programme.  
 

On 2 October 2013, the World 
Bank and the HSRC presented a 
joint seminar titled: Global 
trends on social protection: 
issues and challenges.  
 
Dr Arup Banerji, Global Director for Social Protection and Labor, World 
Bank, did a presentation on the topic of Social protection for poverty 
reduction and economic development:  evidence and challenges. Prof. 

Charles Hongoro and Dr Zitha Mokomane from the HSRC programme on Population Health, Health Systems 
and Innovation acted as discussants. 
 

Johns Hopkins University 
 

Dr Peter Jacobs was invited by Johns Hopkins University, Zanvyl Krieger School of  
Arts & Sciences, to present a lecture as part of the Sawyer Seminar on 21st Century 
Capitalism.  This lecture was delivered on October 18 and focussed on: South Africa’s 
contemporary agrarian problems: the political economy of the agrarian question revisited.  
 
 

 
 

Fourth Quarter 2013 

Thank you 



 
 
 
 
 

HSRC Research Conference 
 

The HSRC hosts a conference every second year for researchers from our four offices situated in different parts 
of the country.  It provides them with the opportunity to present and discuss their research work and to debate 
some of the issues around the reach and impact of our research. These conferences are important to staff 
members who are dispersed across the country and aims to provide them with opportunities to interact, share 
views and talk about their research.  
 

This year’s research conference theme, Inequalities and justice: influences, effects, intersections and evidence, 
called for multidisciplinary approaches in addressing inequalities and injustices in South Africa in preparation of 
the 2015 Word Social Science Forum (WSSF), which will be held in Durban South Africa from 13 – 16 September 
2015. The HSRC Conference critically reviewed current research, ideas and policy around the WSSF theme of 
Transforming global relations for a just world.   
 

To access some of the presentation made please follow the link to the HSRC Review, a quarterly news 
publication of the HSRC.   
 

11th AIDS Impact Conference 

 

The Business Development International Liaison (BDIL) office facilitated and participated in the 11th AIDS 
Impact International Conference, which took place in Barcelona, Spain from  
29 September to 2 October 2013. The HSRC contributed to the conference as follows: 
 

• CEO Olive Shisana presented a paper during a plenary session on  The HIV and AIDS epidemic in sub-
Saharan Africa: remarkable signs of progress, which formed  part of the Marty Fishbein Memorial. 

• MS Bridgette Prince chaired the opening session as a member of the International Board of AIDS 
Impact.  

• Professors Shisana and Leickness Simbayi, head of the HIV/AIDS, STIs and TB research programme at 
the HSRC, presented the preliminary results of the 4th South African National HIV, Behaviour and 
Health Survey (2012) at a lunch-time satellite session, followed by a discussion.  

• Prof. Simbayi participated in a satellite session on Social and behaviour change communication to 
prevent HIV: global impact, focussing  on recent uptake of voluntary medical male circumcision in 
South Africa based on  results from the 2012 national HIV survey. 

• Dr Chris Desmond did a presentation on The cost of inaction, inappropriate action and inefficient 
action: economic perspectives on the HIV epidemic. 

• Dr Julia Louw presented a paper on  A qualitative exploration of the challenges teachers face in 
teaching sexuality, HIV and AIDS education to learners with disabilities. 

• Mr Tawanda Makusha did a presentation on Children, women and men's experiences of support 
children receive from men in the context of HIV and AIDS and poverty in rural KwaZulu-Natal. 

• The HSRC exhibited publications from HSRC Press and profiled the HSRC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Researchers participating at key international events  



 
 
 

 
 
  

 
• Hilton Humphries, Lucia Knight, and Heidi van Rooyen: Understanding issues around circumcision in 

men, women and service providers in traditionally non-circumcising communities in KwaZulu-Natal. 
• Lucia Knight, Heidi van Rooyen, and Hilton Humphries: Responses to home-based counselling and 

testing: findings from KwaZulu-Natal. 
• Leickness Simbayi: ‘You will be discriminated because of your sexual preference’: are public health 

care practitioners sensitised to providing care, treatment and counselling to key populations in South 
Africa?  

• Leickness Simbayi: Parental perceptions of risk factors for HIV infection among South African 
adolescents receiving mental health services. 

• Olive Shisana: Exploring the social determinants of spatial clustering of HIV infections in 
South Africa. 

• Leickness Simbayi: Prevalence of knowledge and use of the female condom in South Africa. 
 

39th Annual Conference of the Association for Moral Education  
 

Following her attendance at the World Social Science Forum (WSSF), Prof Sharlene Swartz attended the 39th 
Annual Conference of the Association for Moral Education at the University of Quebec in Montreal.  The theme 
of the conference was, Multiculturalism, interculturalism and education: pursuing the common good through 
dialogue and recognition.  
 

She presented a paper on White privilege: contextualising and teaching Peggy McIntosh’s work in post-
apartheid South Africa as part of an invited symposium on Cultural, linguistic, religious and racial dimensions of 
multicultural and intercultural education.  
 

Dr Swartz also chaired a plenary session on the UN’s Convention on the Rights of Children (CRC), drawing 
attention to the many ways in which Western practices, such as the hyper-sexualisation of the child through 
commodities are taken for granted, for example fashion and media, and how it contravenes the CRC just as 
much as child labour and child marriage do. 
 
International Social Science Council (ISSC) 
 

Deputy CEO Dr Temba Masilela of the HSRC and Ms Bridgette Prince 
(BDIL) participated in the General Assembly of the ISSC from 10-12 
October 2013 in Montreal, Canada. As part of the proceedings the HSRC 
and CODESRIA spoke about the WSSF 2015 preparations and progress to 
date.  
In addition, two highly-acclaimed scholars nominated by the HSRC were 
selected to serve on the executive committee, namely  
Dr Ebrima Sall of the Council for the Development of Social Science 
Research in Africa (CODESRIA) and Dr Wanda Ward of the South African National Research Foundation.  

Poster Presentations 



 
 
 
World Social Science Forum (WSSF) 2013  
The HSRC jointly hosted an exhibition and three discussion 
panels with our partners, the Chinese Academy of Social 
Sciences (CASS) and CODESRIA. The theme of the Forum was 
Social transformation and the digital age. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

• Panel 1: Cyber politics: democracy, empowerment and engagement. 
o Prof. Narnia Bohler-Muller: Enhancing digital citizen engagement: Some lessons from South Africa. 
o Prof. Sharlene Swartz: The restitution of personhood: Exposing possibilities for transformation 

through human rights films. 
o Dr. Firoze Manji: New media, new truths, new lies: popular struggles in Africa and the media. 

 
• Panel 2: The digital age and improvement of human 

security and material conditions in Africa.  
o Mr Kgabo Ramoroka: Diffusion and adoption of ICTs 

in rural SA.  
o Dr Peter Jacobs: Innovation for rural development in 

South Africa - roles of social innovations. 
 

• Panel 3: Internet and social participation. 
o Dr Yong Gao: Social participation and digital revolution in the context of social change. 
o Dr Ying Wu: Appealing to Internet as an effective way 

of homeowners’ protest. 
o Dr Homero Gil de Zuniga: Social media as a sphere for 

political expression and information: examining effects 
on political participation. 

o Mr Stewart Ngandu: Youth-driven development in the 
social media age: From ethical issues to the challenges of conducting e-research in a South African 
context. 

 

The HSRC and CODESRIA hosted the closing ceremony on the theme and sub- themes of the WSSF 2015. A 
promotion video showcasing the HSRC CEO, South Africa and Durban as the host city, was screened to 
participants, encouraging them to attend. 
 

Visit the official conference website at http://www.wssf2015.org.za/  
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.wssf2015.org.za/


 
 
 
 
 
 

HSRC hosts initial BRICS think tank 
 

In March 2013, the government’s 
appointment of the HSRC as an incubator 
for the South African BRICS Think Tank 
confirmed the organisation’s role in global 
research and policy formulation. Working 
closely with the Departments of Higher 
Education and International Relations and 
Cooperation, the think tank’s main role is to 
conduct evidence-based policy analysis 
aimed at informing the long-term strategy 
of BRICS. This entails consultations with academics, policymakers and non-governmental organisations. Other 
involvement includes chairing global committees and organisations, including the BRICS Think Tanks Council 
and the International Social Science Council (ISSC). In conjunction with the ISSC and the Council for the 
Development of Social Science Research in Africa (CODESRIA) the HSRC will host the World Social Science 
Forum III in Durban in 2015.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

About our research 

Mid-term meeting of BRICS Thinks Tanks Council 
 

The BRICS Thinks Tanks Council (BTTC), which represents the think tanks of the five countries in the BRICS 
grouping (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa), met near Stellenbosch on 11 and 12 November 
2013. The BTTC was established through the adoption by the BRICS Leaders at the eThekwini Summit on 27 
March 2013 of a Declaration advanced by the think tanks of the five countries. The Declaration committed 
the think tanks, in the first instance, to: forming a platform for the exchange of ideas among researchers, 
academia and think tanks; convening the annual BRICS Academic Forum; and making policy 
recommendations and giving guidance to the BRICS Leaders for consideration. 
 

View the Declaration adopted by leaders at the Durban summit in March 2013.  
 

The representatives from the respective chapters attending the meeting were: Prof Olive Shisana, 
Chairperson of the BTTC and CEO of the Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC), South Africa; Prof Renato 
Baumann, Institute for Applied Economic Research (IPEA), Brazil; Prof Georgy Toloraya, National Committee 
for BRICS Research (NRC/BRICS), Russia; Mr H.H.S Viswanathan, Observer Research Foundation (ORF), India; 
and Mr YuYun Zhou, China Centre for Contemporary World Studies (CCCWS), China. 
 

The main objectives of the meeting were to share progress on the achievements of the five think tanks 
since March 2013, to adopt the Terms of Reference for the functioning of the BTTC, to review the vision and 
long-term strategy for BRICS, which will be finalised prior to the Sixth BRICS Summit for consideration by 
the respective governments, and to agree on the establishment of a databank for BRICS. 
 

The Deputy Minister of Higher Education and Training, Mr Mduduzi Manana, addressed the BTTC mid-term 
meeting. He alluded to the important role the BTTC could play in using the intellectual resources of its 
networks to consolidate ideas and research from wherever they are generated across the spectrum of 
BRICS interests and make sense of them for practical implementation and advancement of the BRICS 
agenda. “The BRICS Think Tanks Council is expected to serve as the brains behind BRICS strategic decisions,” 
said Mr Manana, “and therefore going forward the success of BRICS will be dependent on the quality of its 
work and advice. There are high expectations of the BTTC! It is, therefore, important that this council of 
intellectuals is able to work together and to seek solutions to intricate international problems.” 
 

http://www.brics.fudan.edu.cn/wp-content/uploads/brics_think_tanks_council_declaration_201303.pdf


 
 
HSRC Launch the results of first SA national health and nutrition survey 
 

South Africa has a huge burden of 
disease, fuelled by a range of risk 
factors, and morbidity (illness and 
disease) and mortality (death) figures 
are high. This is shown by the results of 
the first South African National Health 
and Nutrition Examination Survey 
(SANHANES), a comprehensive health 
and nutrition study that yielded critical 
information on emerging epidemics of 
non-communicable diseases. The study 
also analysed the underlying social, 
economic, behavioural and 
environmental factors that drives 
these diseases in the South African 
population. 
 
The information contained in the study will assist policy makers and programme managers to identify specific 
target areas that need attention as part of a comprehensive approach to address emerging diseases and the 
social factors that impact on health, including the health system. 

Download The South African National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey, 2012: SANHANES-1 from: 
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/research-outputs/view/6493#sthash.TAVVMXNf.dpuf. 

HSRC celebrates 20 years of progress 
 

The HSRC Annual Report 2012/2013 is a celebration of the transformation of the 
Human Sciences Research Council (HSRC) over the past 20 years, resulting in 
realising 87% (48/59) of its annual targets, as agreed with the Minister of Science 
and Technology, and achieving a clean audit for the 11th consecutive year. 
This was announced by the CEO Professor Olive Shisana at the launch of the report 
on 22 November. The processes of the last two decades have resulted in 
considerable progress. 
 

The organisation implemented turnaround strategies, taking it from near demise to 
becoming the strong, financially stable organisation it is today with its reach, relevance and impact receiving 
international recognition. 
 

Strategic planning and performance management, supported by very specific indicators and targets, played a 
key role in enabling and ensuring these accomplishments. 
 

 Download the full report.  
 Download the CEO's presentation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prof. Thomas Rehle, Dr Mpumi Zungu, Prof. Ali Dhansay, Prof. Olive 
Shisana and Prof. Demetre Labadarios at the media briefing. 
 

http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/research-outputs/view/6493#sthash.TAVVMXNf.dpuf
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/en/about/annual-report/a-r-2012-2013
http://www.hsrc.ac.za/uploads/pageContent/4264/Annual%20Report%20Launch%202013%20final-formatted.pdf


 
 
 

 

Voices of Liberation 
Steve Biko 
Author:   Derek Hook 
 

Pub month & year: February 2014 
ISBN:   978-0-7969-2431-5 
Format:   210 x 148 mm 
Extent:   224pp 
Soft cover 
Price:   R230.00 
Rights:   World Rights 
 
This series celebrates the lives and writings of South African and African 
liberation activists and heroes.  The human, social and literary contexts presented in this series have a critical 
resonance and bearing on where we come from, who we are and how we can choose to shape our destiny. 
  

The Voices of Liberation series ensures that the debates and values that shaped the liberation movement are 
not lost.  The series offers a unique combination of biographical information with selections from original 
speeches and writings in each volume. By providing access to the thoughts and writings of some of the many 
men and women who fought for the dismantling of apartheid, colonialism and capitalist legacy, this series 
invites the contemporary reader to engage directly with the rich history of the struggle for democracy and the 
restoration of our own identity. 
 

The title of the series has been carefully chosen as it speaks to its purpose – which is not only to make a 
particular voice resonate but to strengthen the voice from the South and Africa in particular. 
  

Bantu Steve Biko is an icon of liberation whose voice and actions continue to contribute to the shaping of 
national discourse, identity, culture and values. HSRC Press views this as an extremely important contribution 
to the series, not least because he represents the importance of dialogue and the relationship between 
identity, agency, citizenship and social action. Steve Biko believed in restoring people to their humanity and the 
need is now greater perhaps than ever before to hear his voice loud and clear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hot off the Press 



 
 
Voices of Liberation 
Chris Hani 
Author:   Greg Houston 
 

Pub month & year: February 2014 
ISBN:   978-0-7969-2443-8 
Format:   210 x 148 mm 
Extent:   224pp 
Soft cover 
Price:   R230.00 
Rights:   World Rights 
 
 
The Voices of Liberation series celebrates the lives and writings of South African and African liberation activists 
and heroes.  The human, social and literary contexts presented in this series have a critical resonance and 
bearing on where we come from, who we are and how we can choose to shape our destiny. 
  

This series ensures that the debates and values that shaped the liberation movement are not lost.  The series 
offers a unique combination of biographical information with selections from original speeches and writings in 
each volume. By providing access to the thoughts and writings of some of the many men and women who 
fought for the dismantling of apartheid, colonialism and capitalist legacy, this series invites the contemporary 
reader to engage directly with the rich history of the struggle for democracy and the restoration of our own 
identity. 
 

The title of the series has been carefully chosen as it speaks to its purpose – which is not only to make a 
particular voice resonate but to strengthen the voice from the South and Africa in particular. 
  

Chris Hani was a key figure in the South African liberation struggle, yet little has been written about this 
enigmatic leader of the SACP and Chief of Staff of Umkhonto we Sizwe.  The year 2013, marks the 20 year 
anniversary of his assassination and HSRC Press views the publication of this book as extremely important, not 
only to commemorate his death but to highlight the principles and values for which he stood. As Chief of Staff 
of Umkhonto we Sizwe, Chris Hani was prepared to support the cessation of the armed struggle in the interests 
of the negotiations which would benefit the country as a whole; he represents the importance of dialogue and 
the relationship between identity, agency, citizenship and social action. Chris Hani believed in restoring people 
to their humanity and the need is now greater perhaps than ever before to hear his voice loud and clear. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Children of a bitter harvest 
Child labour in the Cape Winelands 
Author: Susan Levine 
 
Pub month & year: November 2013 
ISBN (soft cover):  978-0-9922-0851-6 
Publisher:  BestRed 
Format:   210 x 148 mm 
Extent:   128 pages 
Price:   R200.00 
Rights:   World rights 
 
About the book 
 

The stories in Children of a Bitter Harvest document moments in the lives of children who worked in the heart 
of South Africa’s wine industry between 1996 and 2010,  as framed by the uprisings on farms at the start of 
2013. The book is made up of over 100 interconnected flashes, or fragments of stories, taken from the lives of 
farm workers, farmers, child workers, human rights lawyers, and ordinary people affected by the agricultural 
industry in the Western Cape.   
 

The children in the book are no longer children; they are young adults in a new South Africa that offers them 
certain freedoms to overcome the shackles of race and class domination. However, without the kind of radical 
economic and social restructuring that would make this possible, all of the children represented in the book 
remain extremely poor adults. The author documents how, for these children, their child labour of the 1990s 
inevitably gave way to adult labour and powerfully demonstrates that the breath between childhood and 
adulthood is as tender as it is tenuous. We are a nation that has managed to end the brutality of apartheid, but 
we are a nation that has yet to replace brutality itself. 
 

About the author 
Susan Levine is a senior lecturer in the School of Gender and African Studies, Anthropology and Linguistics at 
the University of Cape Town. She has written extensively on the political economy of children’s work in South 
Africa’s wine industry. Her current research focuses on children’s subjective experiences of living with 
infectious illness in sub-Saharan Africa. The recipient of a Distinguished Teacher’s Award in 2011, Dr Levine is 
renowned for her experimental pedagogy in teaching medical anthropology. 
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